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featuring CLSBA’s 2021 Sponsors and 
Partners in Education! 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
AGENDA DAY 1  

9:00 am 
Live Conference Expo

Join us as we kick off the summit with 
the CLSBA Board of Directors and 
special guest, Max Espinoza, Senior 
Program Officer, with the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.

9:30 am 
Welcome

Transforming Education Through 
Community Schools

We know that a majority of Latino 
students and families were 
disproportionately impacted by the 
pandemic. This disruptive moment has 
been met with historic investments in 
education and that gives us an 
opportunity to transform schools. One 
way to transform our schools is through 
a whole-child equity approach. Applying 
the whole-child equity approach is 
essential to improving education 
outcomes — social, emotional, and 
academic — for children of color and 
children who are economically 
disadvantaged, who are most vulnerable 
to the failures of schools and “adjacent” 
child-serving agencies. With research 
and evidence supporting best practices 
for whole-child equity, community 
schools represent California's best 
chance of implementing at scale the 
science of learning and development at 
this critical moment.

Maria Echaveste 
President/CEO 
Opportunity Institute 

10:00 am 
Main Stage Program 
Opening Keynote 

Take a break, refill your cafecito, then 
hop in and meet your colleagues in the 
networking area. 

10:45 am 
Networking and Stretch Break 

Community Schools Panel  

The 2021-2022 state budget expands the 
California Community Schools 
Partnership Program with $3 billion in 
one-time Proposition 98 funding 
through 2028 that would allow up to 
1,400 district and charter schools to 
transition to community schools. Learn 
what is needed to implement a good 
community schools model and the 
process on how districts will access 
these funds.

Winsome Waite
Program Director, Opportunity Institute 
Anna Maier 
Research Analyst & Policy Advisor, 
Learning Policy Institute
Deanna Niebuhr 
Communities School Coordinator, CDE
Karn Saetang
Policy & Alliance Director, Californians 
for Justice 

11:00 am 
Main Stage Panel Discussion 
 

Grab some food, refill your water and  
then hop in and join us for the afternoon 
workshops and panel.

12:15 pm 
Lunch Break 



Mastering the Brown Act & 
Board Governance 
Presented by Lozano Smith  

Free to Serve: 
How Community Eligibility Provision 
and School Meals for All Combined 
Will Impact My District 
Presented by No Kid Hungry Campaign 

SEL and the Pandemic; Bridging 
Inequities One SEL Step at a Time 
Presented by Elevo Learning 

Designing and Providing the Digital 
Divide WiFi Solution 
Presented by CIOprousa 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
AGENDA DAY 1  

1:15 pm 
CLSBA 2021 Update 
 

1:30 pm 
Concurrent Breakout Sessions 

Take a break, grab some afternoon 
cafecito, then hop in and meet your 
colleagues in the networking area.

2:30 pm 
Networking and Stretch Break 

Nurturing the Board 
Superintendent Relationship 
Moderated by Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, 
Ruud & Romo (AALRR) 

A good board and superintendent 
relationship is forged and nurtured over 
time.  It begins with establishing the 
employment relationship and evolves 
while learning to relate to each other.  A 
shared vision for the district through a 
goal setting process is important.  
Constructive superintendent 
evaluations and board self-evaluations 
help maintain an effective 
communication relationship especially 
when needing to address differences in 
the relationship.
 
Paul Solano 
Board Member, Bassett Unified School 
District and Board Member of CLSBA
Dr. Ramon Miramontes 
Superintendent Buena Park School 
District

2:40 pm 
Main Stage Panel Discussion 
 

Closing and reflections from Day 1

3:45 pm 
Day 1 Closing Remarks 



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4
AGENDA DAY 2  

Toggle between exhibitor booths 
featuring CLSBA’s 2021 Sponsors and 
Partners in Education! 

9:00 am 
Live Conference Expo

 

 
Join us as we kick off day two of 
the summit.  

9:30 am 
Welcome Message 

 

 

Districts That Succeed: Breaking the 
Correlation Between Race, Poverty, 
and Achievement

“You can fix schools all you want; if the 
districts within which they reside are 
dysfunctional, the schools will not stay 
fixed,” writes Karin Chenoweth, 
writer-in-residence at The Education 
Trust, at the start of her latest book, 
Districts That Succeed: Breaking the 
Correlation Between Race, Poverty, and 
Achievement. Join us as Karin discusses 
what successful and improving districts 
look like and how they function. 

Karin Chenoweth 
Writer-in-Residence
The Education Trust &
Author,
Districts That Succeed: Breaking the 
Correlation Between Race, Poverty, 
and Achievement

9:40 am 
Main Stage Program 
Opening Keynote
 

 

Ethnic Studies Implementation 

The implementation of AB 101, Ethnic 
Studies High School requirement, is now 
law and one of the most important 
struggles California schools will need to 
face. This is the case especially for 
districts with pushback, lack of trained 
teachers, and/or unsupportive 
administration. The panelists will discuss 
and identify legislative, legal, and 
educational strategies needed to 
implement authentic and equitable 
Ethnic Studies to empower our Latino/a/x 
students, center marginalized peoples, 
and support school districts with the 
implementation of this new law.

10:45 am 
Main Stage Panel Discussion 

 

 

Take a break, refill your cafecito, then 
hop in and meet your colleagues in the 
networking area.

10:25 am 
Networking and Stretch Break
 

Grab some food, refill your water and  
then hop in and join us for the afternoon 
workshops and panel.

12:00 pm 
Lunch Break

 

 

1:00 pm 
2021 CLSBA Update 

 

 



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4
AGENDA DAY 2  

Accelerating Education for English 
Learners by Validating Assets 
Presented by Dr. Alma Castro, Trustee, 
Lynwood Unified School District

How Can Educators Connect and 
Engage Students and Parents During 
Distance Learning and Transitioning 
Back Into the Classroom? Presented by 
Jaime Carias, Author, Civic Engagement 
Coordinator and Fellow at USC 
Annenberg

Advancing Dual Enrollment Equity: 
Insights from Latinx Students and their 
Families Presented by The Education 
Trust-West 

Making Computer Science Equitable 
for Latino/a/x Students Presented by 
Skill Struck

1:20 pm 
Concurrent 
Breakout Sessions
 

 

Language-Rich and Joyful Learning: 
Supporting Pandemic Recovery for ELs 
and DLLs.

English Learners/Dual Language 
Learners, children from immigrant 
families, and children living in 
low-income households are among 
those who have been hardest hit by the 
health and economic consequences of 
the pandemic. They are also among the 
students most likely to have missed out 
on learning due to remote learning 
challenges and other school and family 
disruptions. As communities continue to 

2:45 pm 
Main Stage Panel Discussion

 

 Closing and reflections from Day 2

3:45 pm 
Day 2 Closing Remarks 

 

respond to the challenges of COVID-19, 
educators need to build from students’ 
and families’ assets and employ 
research-based strategies to re-engage 
students and support their learning. The 
leading EL/DLL organizations will share 
the promising practices districts can 
implement that establish and foster 
relationships, address traumas and 
other social and emotional needs, and 
make teaching and learning relevant, 
affirming, fun, and engaging for 
students. Also, we'll discuss the ways 
districts can leverage state and federal 
stimulus funds to support 
implementing and scaling those 
practices. 
 
Anya Hurwitz 
Sobrato Early Academic 
Language (SEAL)
Jan Gustafson-Corea 
The California Association for Bilingual 
Education (CABE)
JunHee Doh 
Senior Policy and Research Analyst,  
Advancement Project California 
Martha Hernandez 
Executive Director, Californians Together



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5
AGENDA DAY 3  

Toggle between exhibitor booths 
featuring CLSBA’s 2021 Sponsors and 
Partners in Education! 

9:00 am
Conference Expo 

 

 
Join us as we kick off day three of 
the summit.  

9:30 am 
Welcome Message 

 

 

Championing Whole Student Health 
at School 

Culture, race, family and love are key to 
the success of a child. Community-based 
partnerships with schools can fulfill 
academic and non-academic needs by 
providing a whole-child approach that 
addresses children's physical, mental, 
social,and emotional and spiritual 
well-being. Schools can offer such a 
nurturing environment and, in doing so, 
help children and their families to feel 
safe, welcomed, and enrich their 
academic success. 

Mayra E. Alvarez
President
The Children’s Partnership

9:40 am 
Main Stage Program 
Opening Keynote
 

 

Reimagine & Rebuild: 
Centering Latina/o/x Students in 
Pandemic Recovery 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a 
devastating impact on California 
students – especially those who are 
already underserved by California’s 
education system. In the brief Reimagine 
and Rebuild California Schools: 
Restarting School with Equity at the 
Center, over forty organizations identify a 
set of high-leverage practices – informed 
by both students and research – to 
address the impact of the pandemic and 
to forever transform our schools by 
centering the most marginalized 
students.

Moderator:
Xilonin Cruz-Gonzalez 
Board Member, Azusa Unified School 
Districts & Deputy Director, Californians 
Together

Panelists:
Rachel Ruffalo 
Ed Trust-West
Araceli Simeon 
Parent Organization Network
Angela Vazquez 
Policy Director, Children’s Partnership 

10:40 am 
Main Stage Panel Discussion

 

 

Take a break, refill your cafecito, then 
hop in and meet your colleagues in the 
networking area.

10:25 am 
Networking and Stretch Break 

Closing and reflections on the 2021 
Unity Summit 

11:50 am 
Closing Remarks
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SUSTAINING SPONSOR SUPPORTING SPONSOR

CONTRIBUTING SPONSOR 

CLSBA ADVOCATE

Building Connections: CLSBA Professional Learning Series 
is made possible by a grant from:


